BS2 - "A Greater Man, A Greater Baptism" Luke 3:15-22

Jesus: The Middle Years

Total Devotion '13 - '14

Have you ever felt inadequate in the presence of someone who is amazing at something you thought you were good at? John the Baptist was truly a great prophet—the greatest man before the era of the New Covenant. Yet, he understood that he was not even worthy to be the lowest slave of the Messiah. John lived passionately to point to the Messiah, and when Jesus arrived, John gladly stepped into the background.
In this study, we will dig into what the Scriptures say about this Messiah. As we see the greatness of the Messiah, may lay down our self-centered pride and imitate John the Baptist in gratefully living our whole lives to magnify Christ.
Who is the Messiah?
1. Read Luke 3:21-40 and review your message notes (the message is posted on the blog and website). Jot down any observations and questions you have, or topics that you think would be worth discussing.
2. In the message, we noted that John’s powerful message of the nearness of the kingdom of God (Matt 3:2) heightened the people’s anticipation of the Messiah. Study the following passages about the promised Messiah (anointed One/servant of Yahweh). As an Old Testament saint, what would they tell you about the Coming King? As a New Testament saint, what has been fulfilled in Jesus’ first coming, and what has yet to be fulfilled?
a. Psalm 2:2-9 – 

b. Isaiah 11:1-5 – 

c. Isaiah 52:12-53:6 –

d. Isaiah 61:1-3 – 

3. Think about the implications of living under a King with absolute authority and control. I’m not talking about a democracy, where you have a say in making laws and choosing leaders—I’m talking about, “He said it, and so it goes.” What’s your initial reaction when you think about someone having total authority to tell you what you have to do? Do you chafe under authority? What are the benefits and “costs” of living under God as King?
a. When Israel asked for a king in 1 Samuel 8:7, the LORD told Samuel to give them what they wanted, “for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them” (1 Samuel 8:7). How was Israel rejecting God as King? Why do you think they wanted a fellow human to be king over them when they had God (cf. 1 Sam 8:5)?
b. Are there any idols in your life that you set up in order to have a ‘god’ that you can control (i.e., worship and devote time to for benefits, manipulate and appease to escape consequences)?

Joyous Groomsmen & Unworthy Servants
4. As we have seen in Luke 3:15-22, John is an amazing example of having the right attitude in the presence of Jesus. Read John 3:26-30 for another angle of how John sees himself in relation to Jesus.

a. Why is John happy that attention is being diverted away from him onto another? What do you think John would say to a young person today following the pursuits and goals of our culture?  

b. Are there areas in your life where you jump onto center stage and obscure peoples’ sight of the groom? What would it look like for you to live as a groomsman who knows that his privilege is to celebrate and increase the honor and happiness of the bridegroom?
5. John the Baptist considered himself unworthy even to untie the sandals of Jesus. Read Luke 17:7-10. Do you think Jesus is exaggerating here? Why or why not? 
a. What would someone have to be or do in order to be unworthy of being someone’s slave? Can you think of any passages that describe our natural state in this way?

b. If one cannot earn even one blessing from God, what does that say about the God who adopts believers as sons (Rom 8:15) and prepares for them an eternal inheritance of blessing (1 Pet 1:4)?
The Messiah and Fire
You would be hard pressed to imagine a scarier situation than being appraised as worthless chaff and thrown into unquenchable fire. Yet, the Messiah will come to do this according to John the Baptist (Luke 3:17).
6. Read the following passages on Jesus role in judgment: Matt 25:31-46; 2 Thess 1:4-10; Rev 14:9-10. Ponder and discuss God’s justice and how God gets glory in judgment. 
7. The beauty of God’s love and grace is that Jesus took on himself the fire of judgment that was meant for his rebellious people (Mark 10:38). The cup of God’s wrath containing the full strength of His anger (Rev 14:10) is the same cup that Jesus dreaded but drank for our sake. If you have been saved from wrath, take time to give Jesus thanks in an extended time of prayer. If you haven’t submitted to Jesus as King and Savior, think about whether you believe his Word about hell and salvation. If you have thoughts, bring them up to your counselors.
